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REPLY TO THE ATTENTON OF: 

MEMORANDUM SE-5J 

SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM - Request for an Emergency Removal Action at 
the Maple Lake Drum Site, Cook County, Illinois, 
(Site ID #B5A4) 

i f l ^ FROM: Walter Nied, On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Section III 

TO: Wendy Carney, Acting Chief 
Emergency Response Branch 

h fURFOSE 

The purpose of this Action Memorandum is to request and document approval to expend up to 
$44,780 to abate a threat to public health and the environment posed by abandoned drums left 
at the Maple Lake Forest Preserve (95th and Wolf Rd.) Cook County, Illinois (hereinafter 
called the Maple Lake Drum Site). This memorandum also confirms and documents the verbal 
authorization of $25,(X)0, which the Acting Chief of the Emergency Response Branch approved 
on December 23,1998, for this response action. This emergency response action was necessary 
because 22 drums were dumped on December 23, 1998, at the end of the Maple Lake parking 
lot onto the grass covered soil and appeared to contain waste paint. Some of the drums had no 
lids attached and one was labeled flammable. Most of the drums had ice on top of the dried 
paint, which was yellow and white in color, but four of the drums contained a light brown 
thick liquid which exhibited a solvent odor. A Photoionization Detector (PID) had readings of 
up to 2,000 ppm associated with this brown liquid which had been spilled on the soil in one 
area. 

The emergency response action eliminated the potential for further release to the environment 
of the contents of these abandoned drums by having the U.S. Environment Protection Agency's 
(U.S. EPA) Emergency Contractor overpack and load the 22 drums in a rental truck that 
evening. This truck was then transported to a secure Cook County Forest Preserve Facility, 
located 1 mile west of 123rd and Wolf Rd., where the drums could be sampled for hazard 
characterization at a later time. Analytical results later confirmed that the material in 4 drums 
was ignitable. This response action was performed under Section 104 of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA). 
This site is not on the National Priorities List. 
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TT. SITE CONDITIONS AND BACKGROUND 

CERCLIS ID # ILSFN0507800 

A. Site Description 

1. Background 

On December 23, 1998, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) requested 
U.S. EPA's assistance in mitigating the threat associated with 22 abandoned drums located at 
the Maple Lake drum site. The U.S. EPA and the Superfiind Technical Assessment and 
Response Team (START) responded on December 23, 1998 and found a pile of 21 drums and 
another single drum located approxiately 100 yards to the west of the pile, for a total of 22 
drums. START personnel set up a generator and lights which allowed the drums to be safely 
overpacked and secured that same evening. They also used an PID to confirm the presence of 
solvents associated with the material in the abandoned drums. Results from the sample 
collected from the drums containing the brown liquid demonstrated the RCRA characteristic of 
ignitability, because the fiashpomt was 80P F. RCRA ignitable wastes are generally those with 
a flashpoint of less than 14GP F. 

2. Physical Location 

The abandoned drums were located at the east end of the southern parking lot at the Forest 
Preserve's Maple Lake Facility (95th and Wolf Rd.), Cook County, Illinois. Geographical 
coordinates for this location are latimde 41°42'43"N and longitude 87"53'40"W. On 
December 23, U.S. EPA received permission from the Illinois EPA to move the overpacked 
drums to a secured Cook Co. Forest Preserve Maintenance Facility which is located 1 mile 
west of 123rd and Wolf Rd. This location was selected because it was fenced and could be 
regularly monitored by the Forest Preserve police. 

3. Site Characteristics 

As mentioned earlier, this site is located in the Cook County Forest Preserve's Maple Lake 
Park. According to the attached environmental justice analysis (Attachment III), residents 
closest to the site reside m census tract #823801, block group #9. Demographics for residents 
in this census block group are 8% low income and 4% minority. The percentages in the State 
of Illinois for both low income and minority are 27% and 25%, respectively, and exceeding 
one of these values by two times would cause the site to be a high priority environmental 
justice community. The site, therefore, is not considered a high priority community because 
the low income and minority percentages are lower ttian the Illinois Statewide averages. 



4. Release or Threatened Release into the Environment of a Hazardous Substance, or 
Pollutant, or Contaminant 

On December 23, 1998, at 2:00 p.m. Mr. Don Klopke of Illinois EPA called to notify the U.S. 
EPA of the abandoned drums. During this telephone call on December 23, Mr. Klopke also 
requested that U.S. EPA respond to the scene since the drums were open and suspected of 
containing flammable paint waste. 

5. NPL Status 

This site is neither on nor proposed for listing on the National Priorities List. 

B. Other Actions to Date 

1. Previous Actions 

Before the Illinois EPA and U.S. EPA personnel arrived, the Forest Preserve Police sealed off 
the section of the Maple Lake parking lot where the drums were located to prevent potential 
exposure to the materials in the drums. 

2. Current Actions 

Beguming on December 31, 1998, U.S. EPA commenced its cost recovery and enforcement 
efforts. 

IIL THREATS TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT, 
AND STATUTORY AND REGULATORY AUTHORITIES 

The conditions observed at the Maple Lake Drum Site posed a threat to public health and the 
envu-onment and met the criteria for a removal action as stated in the National Contingency 
Plan (NCP), 40 CFR § 300.415 (b)(2), specifically: 

A) Actual or potential exposure to nearby human populations, animals, or the 
food chain from hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants; 

Materials exhibiting RCRA hazardous waste characteristics of ignitability have been identified 
in drums abandoned at this site. An ignitable waste is any liquid which exhibits a flash point 
of less than 140P F. Four out of the 22 drums contained a brown liquid which was sampled and 
found to have a flash point of 80P F. 



B) Hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants in drums, barrels, tanks, or 
other bulk storage containers that may pose a threat of release; 

A total of four drums contained hazardous substances because their contents exhibited a flash 
point of less than 14(]P F. 

C) Threat of fire or explosion; 

The threat of fire and explosion was present at this site because these wastes could be classified 
as RCRA ignitable. 

D) The unavailability of other appropriate Federal or State response mechanism to 
respond to the release. 

On December 23, Mr.Klopke of Illinois EPA called to notify U.S. EPA of the abandoned 
drums and requested U.S. EPA's assistance. 

TV. ENDANGERMENT DETERMINATION 

Given the site conditions, the nature of hazardous substances on-sitb, and the potential 
exposure pathways described in Sections n and HI above, actual or threatened releases of 
hazardous substances from this site, if not addressed by implementing the response action 
selected in this Action Memorandum could have resulted in an imminent and substantial 
endangerment to public health, or welfare, or the enviroimient. 

V. PROPOSED ACTIONS AND ESTIMATED COSTS 

The response actions described in this Action Memorandum directly addressed potential 
releases of ignitable waste which posed a threat to public health and the environment. 
Emergency response activities at the site included: developing a health and safety plan, 
overpacking all the abandoned drums, sampling the contents of each drum, storing the 
overpacked drums in a secured area, and arranging for the disposal of the drums. 

Emergency response activities under this Action Memorandum requured approximately 5 
on-site working days. The threats posed by identified hazardous waste materials met the 
criteria listed in 40 CFR § 300.415(b)(2) of the NCP and were consistent with the removal 
action performed. Furthermore, no post-removal controls were necessary. 

The response actions described in this memorandum du*ectly address actual or threatened 
releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants at the site which posed an 
imminent and substantial endangerment to public health and safety and the environment. These 
response actions did not impose a burden on the affected property disproportionate to the 
extent to which that property contributed to the conditions being addressed. 



The detailed cleanup contractor costs are presented in Attachment I and estimated project costs 
are summarized below: 

REMOVAL PROJECT CEILING ESTIMATE 

EXTRAMURAL COSTS: 

Cleanup Contractor Costs $25,0(X) 

Contingency (0%) - 0 -

Subtotal $25,000 

Total START 10.000 

Extramural Subtotal $35,000 

Extramural Contingency (0%) - 0 -

TOTAL, EXTRAMURAL COSTS $35,000 

INTRAMURAL COSTS: 
U.S. EPA Direct Costs 
$30 X (60 Regional hours plus 6 HQ hours) $ 1,980 
U.S. EPA Indirect Costs 

($65 X 60 Regional hours) 3.900 

TOTAL, INTRAMURAL COSTS $ 9,780 

TOTAL REMOVAL PROJECT CEILING ESTIMATE: $44,780 
All applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs) were complied with to the 
extent practicable. In addition, all hazardous substances, pollutants, and/or contaminants 
removed off-site pursuant to this removal action for treatment, storage, or disposal shall be 
treated, stored, or disposed of at a facility in compliance, as determined by U.S. EPA, with the 
U.S. EPA Off-Site Rule, 40 c M 33.440, 58 federal Eegisler 49215 (Sept. 22, 1993). 

Emergency response activities performed pursuant to this Action Memorandum were, to die 
extent practicable considering the exigencies of the situation, consistent with ARARs identified 
by the Illinois EPA. The OSC has been in coordination with Mr. Don Klopke and Mr. James 
Clark of Illinois EPA, concerning this site. Ms. Diana L. Piecyk-Funk of the Cook Co. 
Forest Preserve Police Department has been kept informed concerning this site and has assisted 
the U.S. EPA which has allowed U.S. EPA to complete this project in a cost effective manner. 



VI. EXPECTED CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SHOULD ACTION BE DELAYED 
OR NOT TAKEN 

Delayed or non-action could have resulted in the abandoned drums remaining in the Forest 
Preserve. Potential release of the hazardous substances could have occurred as a result of the 
ice in the drums thawing out and releasing their contents to the surrounding soil. Also, a 
passerby could have provided an ignition source and ignited the drums containing the 
flammable liquid. 

VH. OUTSTANDING POLICY ISSUES 

None. 

VIII. ENFORCEMENT 

For administrative purposes, information concerning the enforcement strategy for this site is 
contained in an Enforcement Confidential Addendum. 

IX. RECOMMENDATION 

This decision document represents the selected removal action for the Maple Lake Drum Site, 
Cook County Forest Preserve, Illinois, developed in accordance with CERCLA as amended, 
and is not inconsistent with the NCP. This decision is based on the Administrative Record for 
the site. Conditions at the site meet the NCP, 40 CFR § 300.415 (b) (2) criteria for a removal 
and I recommend your approval of this emergency removal action. The total project ceiling, if 
approved, will be $44,780. Of this, an estimated $25,000 may be used for cleanup contractor 
costs. You may indicate your decision by signing below. 

APPROVAL: T ^ ^ ^ T T / \-^^^^y**-^ DATE 
Chief, Emergency ResponseTBranch 
Superfiind Division 

DISAPPROVAL: DATE: 
Chief, Emergency Response Branch 
Superfiind Division 

: ^/^J^hf 



cc: Kevin Mould, U.S. EPA HQ, 5202G 
Mike Chezik, U.S. Department of Interior, w/o Enf. Addendum 
Don Klopke, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, w/o Enf. Addendum 
Mary Gade, Illinois Envuronmental Protection Agency, w/o Enf. Addendum 
Steve Davis, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, w/o Enf. Addendum 



MAPLE LAKE DRUM SITE 

ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL ADDENDUM 

(1 PAGE) 

FEBRUARY 1999 

REDACTED 

NOT RELEVANT TO THE SELECTION OF REMOVAL ACTION 



MAPLE LAKE DRUM SITE 

COST ESTIMATE ATTACHMENT 
HAS BEEN REDACTED 

(I PAGE) 

DECEMBER 1998 

NOT RELEVANT TO THE SELECTION OF REMOVAL ACTION 
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ATTACHMENT II 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AOENCY 
REMOVAL ACTION 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
FOR 

MAPLE LAKE DRUM SITE 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ORIGINAL 
JANUARY 27, 1999 

NO. 

1 

2 

3 

PATB 

01/04/99 

01/15/99 

00/00/00 

ASIHQE 

Nied, W., 
U.S. EPA 

Laycock, S., 
Environmental 
Quality 
Meinagement, 
Inc. 

Nied, w., 
U.S. EPA 

RBCIglBMT 

Distribution 
List 

Nied, W., 
U.S. EPA 

Muno, W., 
U.S. EPA 

TITLB/PBSCRIPTION 

POLREP #1 (Initial) 
for the Maple Lake 
Drum Site 

Letter Transmitting 
the Final Data Package 
for One Soil Sample . 
taken at the Maple Lake 
brum Site 

Action Memorandum: 
Request for an Emeraenci 

EAsaa 

2 

19 

/ 
Removal Action at the 
Maple Lake Drum S i t e 
(PENDING} 



Region 5 Superfund EJ Analysis 
Maple Lake Drum Site, Palos Hills, IL 

EJ Identification 

Low Income and Minority Less than State Average 

Low Income or Minority at or Greater than State Average 

Low Income or Minority 2 Times or Greater than State Average 
( meet? Region 5 EJ Case criteria ) 

Site Location 

I Block Group Boundary 

Region 5 EJ Case Criteria for Illinois 
Minority: 50% or greater 

Low Income: 54% or greater 

> 


